
When You’re Alone and Life
is Making You Lonely…
If you’re headed downtown, try the lot
at the 7th and Figueroa marketplace
for free parking. You’ll get the first
three hours free with validation from
any store inside. There’s never the
chance of a lockout, since the lot is
open 24/7.

MELLOW YELLOW ON WEEKENDS
Most drivers see a painted curb and cruise
right by, expecting some awful ticket if
they dare park. But this hue is actually
your secret weekend friend. Yellow loading
zones are off-limits on weekdays in the
City of LA, but kosher starting from 6pm
Saturday night until 6am Monday morning.
Go for it!
 

FIRST AMONG PIERS
Hitting the Santa Monica
pier for an hour or two?
Aim for Lot 1 South (1640
Appian Way), convenient
to the pier and only $1 an
hour with a two-hour
maximum. Compare that
to flat rates of $7-8 in
surrounding lots. But
don’t stay too late. The
lot closes by 5pm during
the winter.

9. Dock at Dockweiler
RVs can park at the Dockweiler State Beach lot on
Imperial Blvd. starting at $15 per day depending
on location. Daytrippers can park in the lots at
Imperial and Vista del Mar, or at Hyperion and
Vista del Mar for $5.

25 Days of
Parking Secrets
Some people think of parking as LA’s quintessential hassle.
Those people are no fun. We think of parking as an action
sport for nerds. We thrill to darting down alleys (OK,
creeping down alleys), scoring those little-known free spots
and creatively exploiting gray zones (always remaining
within a hair’s breadth of the law). Here are our secrets
to keeping you auto-immune from pricey valets and tickets.

Got a tip of your own? Send it to us at scoopus@la.com.

Larchmont on a Lark
Larchmont Blvd. is a lovely place to
visit but a bitch to park on. And now,
with stop signs added to the slow-
moving street, it’s all the more
unpleasant. Skip the street entirely—
in your car that is—by simply parking
on streets parallel to Larchmont to
the east and west. There are always
free spots on these residential streets
with no restrictions.

3.

5.
6.

LAX for Free
If you’re running ahead of schedule for
airport dropping off or picking up, skip
the central parking lots at LAX and head
for the two perimeter parking lots with
shuttle service to the terminals—Lot C (at
96th and Sepulveda Blvd.) and Lot B (111th
St. and La Cienega Blvd). The first two
hours are free and it’s just $1 for every
two hours after.

10.
Enter the White Zone
White loading zones can be parked
in during business hours—for five
minutes only.

11.

Gray’s OK!
Anyone worth their driver’s license knows
red or blue curbs are a no-no for parking,
but occasionally the City of LA will cut us
a break and paint gray over a red curb.
That means it’s legal for parking.

7.
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Abbot Kinney Made Easy
Since the spots on Venice’s Abbot
Kinney Blvd. tend to fill up fast,
aim for the outdoor lot on
California Ave. just north of Abbot
Kinney Blvd. behind the Abbot’s
Habit coffeehouse. The lot offers
plenty of free parking, just watch
the signs—some spots are for
residents only.

2. 3.

Easy Beach Weekends
Going to the beach in Santa
Monica? There’s some great
longer-term parking south of Pico
just a water bottle’s throw from
the ocean. Lot 4 South (2030
Barnard Way) and Lot 5 South
(2600 Barnard Way) both have
short-term parking for $1 an hour
for up to two hours, and a bargain
maximum of $6. The same price
applies every day all year round.

1.

10.

Parking at the Pavilion
Enter the Westside Pavilion shopping mall on Overland Ave.
and take the ramp directly to the roof to avoid spiraling through
the war zone of traffic and shoppers. The bonus: a captivating
view of our fair city.

8.

Venice Made Easy
During festivals and other special events, Venice parking
rates can inflate by $10-15 in the lots along Speedway.
Try the lot at the west end of Rose Ave. first. In summer,
the flat rate is $4 if you arrive before 9am and increases
thereafter, but only up to $6.75 per day. In winter, the
flat rate is $3 if you enter before 9am and increases to
$5 per day.

12.

4.



Dr. Robertson
Economic downturn? You’d never know it from
the clog of shoppers and diners on Robertson
Blvd. While others idle in wait for people to leave
the coveted street spots, motor over to the
structure on the west side of Robertson near the
corner of 3rd St. There, fees are $1 per half-hour
but there’s no time limit.

WEHO FOR YAHOOS
If you’re going club-hopping on Santa
Monica Blvd. to places like the Formosa,
Jones, Belly or the Parlour Room, skip
the valet and go two blocks south of
Santa Monica Blvd. Many of the north-
south streets that link Willoughby Ave.
and Romaine St., between La Brea Ave.
and Crescent Heights Blvd., offer permit-
free zones.

17.

DON’T FORGET
YOUR WALLY
At LAX, go to Wally long-
term airport parking (or
have them valet it for you).
They can wash your car,
detail it, take out the dings
and even tint the windows
while you are on vacation.
Even if you choose to simply
park it, the "rooftop" rate is
$9.95 a day, comparable to
the other LAX-adjacent lots.
Go to www.wallypark.com
for details.

24.

On the Sunny Sunset Plaza
If you are patronizing any of the
restaurants or shops within Sunset
Plaza, on Sunset Blvd. between La
Cienega and Doheny, for God’s
sake, don’t use street parking with
the costly meters. There’s free
parking behind the Sunset Plaza
stores, but judging from how open
the spaces often are, a lot of folks
don’t realize this.

Visit www.LA.com for the latest news in
shopping, dining, nightlife and events.

Cruising to the
Hollywood Bowl
Bowl-bound? Avoid the
stacked parking in the
parking lots north of
the main entrance. Park
south of the main en-
trance and get in and out
faster. Or, take the $3
Bowlbus after parking in
the free lots on Ventura
Blvd. (between Vineland
and Lankershim). Buses
depart every 10 minutes
starting at 3:30pm.
For more info go to
www.hollywoodbowl.com.
  

13.

14.

16.

14.
Tower of Power
If you park at the Tower Records
lot on Sunset Blvd. and peruse
the CDs in the store, there’s no
time limit, and parking is free—
no purchase or validation is
necessary. If you’re roaming
elsewhere in the area, do what
you will with this information.

15.

Chinatown Charm
Chinatown rules, but its parking lots
do not. There are many lots for
shoppers at particular stores. Do not
park here and think you will get away
with it if you’re not a shopper! Instead,
try the $2 flat-rate lot on West College
St. between Broadway and Alameda
St. If it’s Saturday or Sunday after
4pm, there’s free parking at Five Star
Parking on N. Spring St. between
Arcadia St. and E. Sunset Blvd.

18.

19. Give Valets the Slip
Plenty of neighborhoods serve up
unrestricted street parking only a block
or two from valet-infested restaurants.
Do a couple of loops around the
restaurant to check for legal alternatives.

Our Lady of the Lots
Whether or not you plan a spiritual pilgrimage, you can take
advantage of a $5 flat rate at the Cathedral of Our Lady
of the Angels parking lot downtown on Saturdays. It’s
open 9am-6pm.

21.
Just off Montana
Don’t ignore the locals-only parking codes on
Santa Monica’s Montana Ave. Instead, dart behind
the street-facing shops to find small unrestricted
parking lots.

20.
Design for Parking
Exploit West Hollywood’s Pacific Design Center
lot’s first-30-minutes-free deal. Each 30 minutes
thereafter is $1. And WeHo partiers take note:
between 6pm-12am on Fridays, the outside lot
off San Vicente Blvd. is a flat $5.

22.

Surviving Westwood Village
It’s hard to find a spot in this Westwood
Village’s parking-challenged neighborhood full
of movie theaters and undergrads, so opt for
the lot on Broxton Ave. between Weyburn and
Kinross Aves. During the day, your first hour
is free and after 6pm there’s a $2 flat rate.

23.

Office (and Car) Depot
Parking in Little Tokyo can be tough
at night. And no wonder, with all its
fabulous restaurants! The Office Depot
store lot on 2nd St. near the corner
of Central Ave. offers a bargain: $2
flat-fee parking, cheaper than most
area lots.

25.
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